Media release

Nominations open for Wipro- Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards 2023
The Wipro Nature Forever Society Sparrow Awards has been renamed to the Wipro Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards. This change better reflects our focus on broader conservation efforts and recognizes inspirational conservationists across all aspects of nature. The award continues to celebrate outstanding efforts towards preserving the environment and its resources. 
We need your help to find exceptional individuals or organizations contributing to the protection and conservation of the environment. Your help will help us to reach this message across the country to find out individuals who are making a difference to Nature & Environment. 
The Wipro - Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards are aimed at highlighting the conservation efforts of individuals and organisations working in their own capacity on issues related to all aspects of the environment. The work can feature a wide spectrum of issues ranging from awareness to resource or species conservation to advocacy or green technology.
Celebrity conservationist are already well recognized for their contributions, but Nature Forever Society [NFS] launched these awards in 2010 to honor and reward those who quietly devote their lives to improve and nurture nature.

We want people from different parts of the country to nominate a person whom they know or have come across, may be a local conservationist, neighbor, friend, relative, organization or even themselves.  Nature Forever Society is keen to hear about anyone worthy of the award regardless of levels of skill, qualifications or background. The only criteria are that nominees must have made an outstanding, innovative and inspirational effort towards conserving, sustaining, protecting, and enhancing the environment and should not be professional conservationists or conservation organisation.

Since 2013 Nature Forever Society has partnered with Wipro this has enabled us to further support the cause of this individuals. Each winner of Wipro- Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards for the year 2023 will receive support of Rs 50,000/- towards their future work. 

For further information and to arrange an interview, please contact:

Mohammed Dilawar at the Nature Forever Society on (+91-9420001820) or (mohammed@natureforever.org)
Competition notes:

Submissions

Use this link to access a submission form: http://citizensconservationawards.natureforever.org/
Award Categories

There are only two categories- individuals and organizations. Three awards are given in the individual category and one to an organization.

· Individual

· Business/institutions/community group
Previous Winners 

 To know more about previous Wipro – Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards Winners visit: http://citizensconservationawards.natureforever.org/winners.php
Assessment criteria

· Dedication and contribution towards nature conservation; awareness and development of innovative green initiatives/ technologies.

· Efforts of nonprofessional conservationist/ environmentalists individuals working at the grassroots and community level.

· Individuals and organizations working for issues related to the environment in their own capacity with their own resources or with little support will be considered.

· The work initiated should be innovative, motivational for others to take up conservation at the community level.

· Organizations or individuals (professionals) working full time in the field of environment and conservation will not be considered for the award.

· During the selection procedure, nominees may be considered for categories other than those indicated by the nominator

· The work carried out by an individual or organization in official capacity will not be considered for the award.
· The award is for people working in any field of environmental conservation an not necessarily sparrow conservation. 

Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: Has the name Sparrow Awards been changed to Citizens Conservation Awards?
Yes, the name Sparrow Awards has been changed to Citizens Conservation Awards.
 

Q2: Who are eligible for the Citizens Conservation Awards?
Contest is open to all residents of India. The Awards are given to three individuals and one Business/institutions/community group who are not professional conservationist/ecologist but through their innovative, inspirational efforts make real conservation happen at grassroots level without any formal support or funding. Employees of Nature Forever Society and Wipro Limited are not eligible for this award.
 

Q3: What is the deadline for submitting the applications?
Hurry! Registrations have begun for Wipro - Nature Forever Society’s CITIZENS CONSERVATION AWARDS 2023. The deadline for submission is March 05th, 2023. Important: Applicants are welcome to send their applications until March 05th, 2023. All applications are reviewed in detail and in case an application is found to be incomplete, the applicant will be intimated shortly after the deadline.

 
Q4: Do I need to send the application by post or is it ok to send a PDF via email?
You can send in the applications either by post or by email (pdf). Please ensure that all the supporting documents are in order at the time of submission.
 

Q5: When will I know the status of my application?
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified by email shortly after all the applications have been screened and reviewed.
 

Q6: What will I get from this award?
The winners will receive recognition for their outstanding work through extensive media coverage. The work and the profile of the winners will be featured on the Nature Forever Society website and in awareness material. A citation will be given during the prestigious World Sparrow Day event. The awardees will receive a cash prize of Rs 50,000/- to carry on their work of conservation.
 

Q7: Does Nature Forever Society have some preferred aspects of the environment that you prioritize for the awards (eg: climate change, water conservation, bird conservation etc)?
The Citizens Conservation Awards are aimed at highlighting the conservation efforts of individuals and organizations working in their own capacity on issues related to all aspects of the environment. The work can feature a wide spectrum of issues ranging from awareness to resource or species conservation to advocacy or green technology.
 

Q8: Do you only select people who have filled in the nomination forms?
No. Contributions of individuals or organizations which come to our notice directly or through other formal or informal sources or those brought to the notice of NFS are also considered for the awards. Such individuals or organizations need not send any nomination forms.

--------------xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx--------------------











1
Wipro- Nature Forever Society Citizens Conservation Awards 2023
2
4

